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LIVING F RATERNITY 
 

     Theme: All Saints ... The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 … Memory and Hope ... 

         

 
NOVEMBER  2025   MONTHLY   MEETING 

 
Opening of the meeting      
After the song proposed or chosen by the members of the fraternity, a prayer 
according to the Ritual or any other, starts the meeting.  
 
Extracts from the November 1st, 2015, homily 
 
In the Gospel we listened to Jesus who was teaching his disciples and the crowd that 
had gathered on the mountain near the lake of Galilee (cf. Mt 5:1-12). The Word of 
the risen and living Lord also shows us, today, the way to reach the true beatitude, 
the way that leads to Heaven. It is difficult to understand the path because it goes 
against the current, but the Lord tells us that those who go on this path are happy, 
sooner or later they become happy.? 
 
" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”. We might ask 
ourselves how a person poor of heart can be happy, one whose only treasure is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The reason is exactly this: that having the heart stripped and 
free of so many worldly things, this person is “awaited” in the Kingdom of Heaven 
 
Reflection and Sharing 
After the reading of the preceding paragraphs, share your reactions on their content. 
What part speaks to you particularly? Take the necessary time for a good sharing.  

  In this month of November, we are offering extracts from two homilies from pope Francis. 
These homilies present two events that happen each year – the Solemnity of all Saints, 
November 1st and the Commemoration of Faithful Departed   November 2nd. 
                                    

Good reflection and good sharing 
 

Reminder: May our fraternal encounter be a time of privileged encounter with Jesus who 
walks among us.  
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Continue the reading 
 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted”. How can those who 
weep be happy? Yet, those who in life have never felt sadness, angst, sorrow, will 
never know the power of comfort. Instead, happy are those with the capacity to be 
moved, the capacity to feel in their heart the sorrow that exists in their life and in the 
lives of others. They will be happy! Because the tender hand of God the Father will 
comfort them and will caress them 
 
 
" Blessed are the meek”. How often are we, on the contrary, impatient, irritable, 
always ready to complain! We have many demands regarding others, but when our 
turn comes, we react by raising our voice, as if we were masters of the world, when 
we are all children of God. Let us think instead of those mothers and fathers who are 
so patient with their children who “drive them mad”. This is the way of the Lord: 
the way of meekness and of patience. Jesus traveled this path: as a child he endured 
persecution and exile; and then, as an adult, slander, snares, false accusations in 
court; and he endured it all with meekness. Out of love for us he endured even the 
cross. “ 
 
Reflection and Sharing 
After reading the previous paragraphs, share your thoughts by answering the 
following question: Is there a phrase or word that particularly appeals to you?      
Take the time you need. 
 
Continue the reading 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, this is the way of holiness, and it is the very way of 
happiness. It is the way that Jesus travelled. Indeed, He himself is the Way: those 
who walk with Him and proceed through Him enter into life, into eternal life. Let us 
ask the Lord for the grace to be simple and humble people, the grace to be able to 
weep, the grace to be meek, the grace to work for justice and peace, and above all 
the grace to let ourselves be forgiven by God to become instruments of his mercy.  
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This is what the Saints did, those who have preceded us to our heavenly home. They 
accompany us on our earthly pilgrimage; they encourage us to go forward. May their 
intercession help us to walk on Jesus’ path, and to obtain eternal happiness for our 
deceased brothers and sisters, for whom we offer this Mass. 
 
Reflection and Sharing 
After reading the previous paragraphs, take the necessary time to share your 
reactions on their content.  
 
 
Extracts from the November 2nd, 2023, homily 
The celebration of a day such as today leads us to two thoughts: remembrance and 
hope. Remembrance of those who preceded us, who led their life, who concluded 
this life; remembrance of the many people who were good to us: in the family, 
among friends…  And also, remembrance of those who did not manage to do so 
much good, but who have been received in God’s memory, in God’s mercy. It is 
the mystery of the Lord’s great mercy. 
 
And then hope. Today is a day of remembrance in order to look forward, to look at 
our journey, our path. We walk towards an encounter, with the Lord and with 
everyone. And we must ask the Lord for this grace of hope: the hope that never lets 
us down; the hope that is the everyday virtue that carries us forward, that helps us 
to solve problems and to look for ways out. But always forward, forward. That 
fruitful hope, that every-day theological virtue, one for any moment: I will call it a 
theological virtue of “the kitchen”, because it is approachable and always comes to 
our aid. Hope never disappoints we live in this tension between memory and hope 
 
Reflection and Sharing 
After reading the previous paragraphs, take the necessary time to share your 
reactions on their content.  
 
I would like to consider something that happened to me at the entrance. I was 
looking at the age of the fallen. The majority were between 20 and 30 years old. 
Lives cut short, lives without a future. And I thought of the parents, of the mothers 
who received that letter: “Madam, I have the honour of informing you that your 
son is a hero”. “Yes, a hero, but they have taken him away from me”. So many 
tears in those lives cut short. And I could not but think of today’s wars.  
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The same thing is happening today too: so many people, young and not so young… 
In the wars of the world, even in those closest to us, in Europe and outside: so 
many dead! Life is destroyed without awareness. 
 
Today, thinking of the dead, preserving the memory of the dead and preserving 
hope, let us ask the Lord for peace, that people may no longer be killed in wars. So 
many innocent dead, so many soldiers who leave their lives behind. But why is 
this? Wars are always a defeat, always. There is no total victory, no. Yes, one 
conquers the other, but beneath there is always the defeat of the price that is paid.  
 
Reflection and Sharing 
After reading the previous paragraphs, share your reflections on their content.  
 
Prayer 
Let us pray to the Lord for our departed, for everyone, for everyone: may the Lord 
receive them all. And let us also pray for the Lord to have pity on us and give us 
hope: the hope to press on and to be able to find them all together with Him, when 
He calls us. So be it. 
 
 
Biblical reflection and sharing  
Read the texts of the Sunday or of the day following your meeting  
 
Share our reflections on this gospel with the following suggestions: 

• Take a moment to reflect; underline inspiring words or phrases. 
. • Share your thoughts on the Gospel text chosen … 
 

 
Life Objective 
In this month of November, let us remember the good and beautiful 
memories that we have lived with our dear departed, as gifts of God in our 
lives  … 

Events and Information of the Church and the Order. 
 Recall local and regional meetings and activities  
   
End of the fraternal meeting  
Suggestion:  a song or prayer chosen by the fraternity or one from the Ritual 


