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                     LIVING FRATERNITY   

 
JUNE   MONTHLY   MEETING    2026 

 
Opening of the meeting      
After the song proposed or chosen by the members of the fraternity, a prayer according 
to the Ritual or any other, the meeting begins. 
 
Introduction 
 
The history of the Sacred Heart 
 
The Order of the Visitation and Marguerite-Marie 
 
While Louis XIV was King of France, the Order of the Visitation of Saint Mary 
was founded in 1610 in Annecy by Bishop François de Sales and Mother Jeanne 
de Chantal. This congregation is intimately linked to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
as evidenced by the words of the two founders: "Our little congregation is a work 
of the Heart of Jesus and of Mary, the Saviour, in dying, gave birth to us by the 
opening of His Sacred Heart"  
 
The emblem of the Order is a heart surmounted by a cross, surrounded by a crown 
of thorns and pierced by two arrows, engraved with the names of Jesus and Mary. 
At the request of the Jesuit fathers, a convent of the Sisters of the Visitation was 
established in Paray-le-Monial in 1626.  It was in this convent that Saint 
Marguerite-Marie Alacoque was a nun and received the message of the Heart of 
Jesus through three great apparitions. She was supported and helped in the work of 
spreading the message of the Sacred Heart by her spiritual father, Saint Claude la 
Colombière. 

In this month   of June 2026, we offer you a reflection on the Sacred-Heart. We are 
presenting extracts from  the international Site Hosana.. We offer them this month where 
we celebrate the feasts of Jesus and Mary.  
 
Recall   May our fraternal meeting be a moment of privileged encounter with Jesus who 
walks among us.  
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The Apostles of the Heart of Jesus in the Church  
 
Subsequently, several great spiritual figures each gave a new impetus to the cult of 
the Heart of Jesus.    
    

• The first of these apostles of the Sacred Heart was Benedict-Joseph Labre, 
who came to Paray-le-Monial as a pilgrim and said this: "This heart that 
you have given me, where can I better place it than in yours? It is there that 
I lay him, O my sweet Jesus, it is there that I want to dwell and where I want 
to take my rest." 
 

•  Blessed John Henry Newman, also a great apostle of the Heart of Jesus, 
says this: "My God, my Saviour, I adore your sacred Heart; for this heart is 
the seat of all your tenderest affections for us sinners. He is the instrument 
and organ of your love; he has beaten for us, he has sighed with a great 
desire for our love; he suffered painfully for us and for our salvation." 
 

• Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus was imbued with the message of Paray-
le-Monial. She said, "O my God! Will your despised love remain in your 
Heart? It seems to me that if you found souls offering themselves as victims 
of burnt offerings to your love, you would quickly consume them." 
 

• Finally, we can mention those great lovers of the Heart of Jesus: Saint 
Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein), Martha Robin, Saint 
Faustina, Mother Teresa, and Saint John Paul 11.   

 
What is the message of the Sacred Heart?   
 
The message of the Sacred Heart as it was revealed to Sister Marguerite-Marie 
Alacoque is an invitation to contemplate the Heart of Jesus. To enter into the 
mystery of Christ's infinite love for men. The Lord knows how difficult it is for 
men to touch the spiritual mysteries with their fingers.By showing us his Heart, 
Christ wants to show us his love. That is why the heart is represented with rays, a 
bright brilliance, surrounded by a great light, shining like a sun, etc.  
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All this is the symbol of a boundless love that Jesus wants to express. His Heart is 
also surrounded by thorns, just as the Immaculate Heart of Mary is pierced by a 
sword. This is a sign of the suffering it cost Jesus and Mary to love men. Jesus 
expressed his love through his sorrowful Passion and he expresses it again through 
his heart pierced with thorns.  
 
Christ made it clear to Sister Margaret Mary that what makes him suffer most is 
not the sin of men but their indifference, All devotion to the Heart of Jesus is only 
an invitation to show him his love and to contemplate and welcome the boundless 
love of Christ.  
 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus has spread throughout the world and today 
there are representations of the Heart of Jesus, statues, paintings, icons, etc. in an 
immense number of churches and shrines. 
 
These representations are accompanied by prayers to be recited in order to enter 
into a relationship with "that Heart which has so loved men". For example, these 
invocations can be repeated often. "Sacred Heart of Jesus,  I trust in you", "Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, may your kingdom come".  Many brotherhoods of the Heart of 
Jesus also exist all over the Earth to live in groups the devotion to the Heart of 
Jesus. 
 
The Feast of the Sacred Heart 
Jesus entrusted Sister Margaret Mary with his request to institute a new feast to 
honor his Heart. He insists on the importance of receiving communion with a very 
special love on this day.  The Feast of the Sacred Heart   is celebrated on 
Fridays, three weeks after Pentecost, it was officially instituted in 1765 and 
extended to the whole Church in 1856. 
 
Honoring the Image of the Heart of Jesus 
Saint Margaret Mary insisted on Jesus' request to be honored through the image 
of his Sacred Heart: "And he made me see that it was necessary to honor (the 
Heart of God) under the figure of this Heart of flesh, whose image he wanted to be 
exposed on oneself and on the heart, to imprint on it his love and fill it with all the 
gifts with which he was full and to destroy all the disordered movements,  And that 
wherever this holy image was exposed to be honored, he would pour out his graces 
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and blessings". Sister Marguerite-Marie evokes the "promises" attached to the 
practice of devotion. 
 
Reflection and sharing 
After reading the text, share your ideas. Take the time necessary for good sharing.  
 
Biblical reflection and sharing  
Read the Gospel on Sunday or on the day. Let us share our reflections on this 
gospel with the following suggestions: 

• Take a moment to reflect; underline inspiring words or expressions... 
• Share your thoughts on the chosen Gospel text... 

Life- Objective 
In this month of June, let us pray to the Sacred Heart and the Virgin Mary 
with a devotion similar to that of Sister Marguerite-Marie... 
 
Church and Order Events and Information  
Pray  for the success of our Fraternity meetings., local and reginal; 
 
End of the fraternal meeting (Let's pray the prayer created on the occasion 
of the Jubilee of 350 years)  
 
Father éternel.je offer you the Heart of Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, as he 
offered himself as a sacrifice for me. Receive this offering that I make to you, as 
well as all the desires, all the feelings, all the affections, all the movements, all the 
acts of this Sacred Heart. They are mine, since he sacrificed himself for me, and I 
want to desire only him in the future. Receive them in satisfaction for my sins, and 
in thanksgiving for your benefits. Receive them and grant me the grace of final 
perseverance. Accept them as so many acts of love, adoration, and praise that I 
offer to your divine majesty, since it is through the Heart of Jesus that you can be 
worthily honored and glorified. Sister Marguerite-Marie. 
 
 
At home  
Here is a source to go to the history of this event   
 https://sacrecoeur-paray.org/decouvrir/le-coeur-de-jesus/ 
 
/ 


